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Curios  and  Relics 

Furniture 
Desk 
Used  by  Lincoln 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


Where  Lincoln  Learned  Law 


Miss  Helen  Frazier  sits  at  the  desk  used  by  Abraliam 
l^incoln,  when  the  martyred  president  was  studying  law. 
The  desk  is  now  in  the  museum  of  the  Chicago  Historical 
Society,     //^^^jl./;-    i     c^-^a^  2„  -  {  2- '  j.'C^ 


DESK  used  by  Lincoln  as  a  lawyer 


Bits  About  Lincoln 

Freeholder  Mines  Shows  Lock  of  His  Hair — Lawyer 
Digs  Up  Fi^  Account  of  Gett^^sbur^  Speech 


♦ 

Desk,  declared  one  Lincoln  used  as  lawyer,  owned  by  Wayne  woman. 


A  black  walnut  desk  said  to  have  been 
used  by  Abraham  Lincoln  while  he  prac- 
tised law  atBloomlngton,  111.,  is  owned  by 
MlfiS  Bertha  Perry  of  Wayne. 

The  desk  Is  rough  hewn  and  unfin- 
ished. It  is  as  It  was  when  M'ss  Perry's 
father  found  It  in  the  store  of  a  second 
hand  furniture  dealer  in  Bloomlngton. 
It  Is  four  feet  high,  half  as  wide  and 
as  long  across  the  top.  It  has  two 
drawers  under  the  writing  top.  Held 
together  with  wooden  pegs,  it  might 
have  been  hewn  from  one  piece  of  tim- 
ber, so  stanch  Is  Its  construction. 


Miss  Perry's  father,  Charles  Perry, 
bought  the  desk  while  he  was  the  man- 
ager of  a  flour  mill  at  Bloomlngton 
forty-five  years  ago.  A  friend  who  was 
a  McLean  County  Court  clerk  told  him 
about  the  desk,  which  was  removed 
from  the  old  Court  House  -when  the 
new  one  was  built.  Mr.  Perry  traced 
it  to  the  furniture  store. 

At  Bloomlngton  Lincoln  won  one  of 
his  first  Important  cases,  which  in- 
volved a  question  of  taxation  between 
the  county  and  the  Illinois  Central 
Railroad  Company.  It  is  believed  that 
over  this  desk  Lincoln  bent  as  he  pre- 
pared a  defense  for  the  railroad. 


Desk,  chair,  and  law  book  of  Lincoln 


RECALLS  A  GREAT  MAN'S  START 

Lincoln's  chair,  Lincoln's  desk,  Lincoln's  laM'  book!  No 
winder  Dr.  Caswell  is  shrilled!  Wednesda;  most  of  the  civi- 
lized world  will  celebrate  the  121st  annivirsary  of  the  birth 
of  the  "Great  Emancipator." 


Photo  by  ChicaKO  ETcniiis 
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LINCOLN'S  OFFICE 
EQUIPMENT 

With  the  possible  exception  of  Lin- 
coln's wearing  apparel  nothing  inti- 
mately associated  with  him  has  caused 
more  interest  among  those  collecting 
Lincoln  curios  than  the  furniture  and 
desk  pieces  which  were  used  in  his 
activities  as  lawyer  and  president.  A 
list  of  some  of  these  curios  follows: 

Bookcase 
The  bookcase  which  was  used  by 
Lincoln  in  his  Springfield,  Illinois  law 
office  was  in  the  possession  of  the  Lin- 
coln Memorial  Collection  in  Chicago. 
Chairs 

The  chair  used  by  Lincoln  in  his  of- 
fice at  Springfield,  formerly  in  the 
Lambert  collection,  is  a  revolving  arm- 
chair of  rather  crude  design,  and 
shows  evidences  of  much  use.  A  por- 
trait of  Lincoln  has  been  set  into  the 
back  at  a  comparatively  recent  date. 
This  chair  has  been  vouched  for  by 
Mr.  Hemdon  as  the  chair  used  by  Lin- 
coln during  his  active  partnership  with 
him  in  Springfield.  This  was  not  a 
general  office  chair,  but  the  one  used 
by  Lincoln  habitually  at  his  desk. 

Another  chair  used  by  Lincoln  in 
the  law  office  of  Lincoln  and  Herndon 
in  Springfield,  said  to  have  been  made 
by  Lincoln  himself  although  this  is 
not  certain,  was  presented  to  the  Day- 
ton Museum  along  with  an  explana- 
tory letter  by  J.  A.  Rhinberger  from 
Flora,  Illinois  under  date  of  October 
9,  1892.  He  says  he  got  the  chair  in 
1858  as  Mr.  Hemdon  did  not  want  it 
in  his  office  and  when  he  moved  from 
Springfield  to  Flora  gave  it  to  Esquire 
McGannon,  a  Springfield  neighbor,  be- 
cause it  was  too  heavy  to  move. 

A  hickory  chair  in  which  Lincoln 
used  to  stretch  his  gaunt  frame  when 
he  was  yet  a  small  town  lawyer  in  Il- 
linois is  now  in  the  possession  of  the 
Philadelphia  Historical  Society. 
Desks 

The  old  wardrobe  desk  in  which  Lin- 
coln kept  his  books  and  papers  has  a 
cupboard  bookcase  at  the  top  (the 
doors  designed  to  protect  the  books 
from  dust).  A  desk  space  is  below 
the  shelves  and  three  deep  drawers  are 
at  the  bottom,  two  of  which  are  fitted 
with  large  glass  knobs.  The  wood  was 
cut  by  Lincoln,  William  Grady  and 
Coleman  Gaines'  son.  It  was  left  to 
season  before  an  old  man  that  lived 
with  the  Gaines'  made  it  into  this 
desk. 

A  black  walnut  desk,  said  to  have 
^'een  used  by  Abraham  Lincoln  while 
he  practiced  law  at  Bloomington,  Il- 
linois, is  rough  hewn  and  unfinished  as 
it  was  when  acquired  in  the  store  of  a 


second-hand  dealer  by  the  present 
owner's  father.  While  this  might  call 
forth  some  doubt  as  to  its  authenticity 
it  is  said  to  have  been  traced  from  the 
old  Court  house  at  Bloomington.  It  is 
four  feet  high,  half  as  wide  and  as 
long  across  the  top,  and  has  two 
drawers  under  the  writing  top.  Held 
together  with  wooden  pegs,  it  might 
have  been  hewn  from  one  piece  of  tim- 
ber so  staunch  is  its  construction. 

At  Blooming-ton  Lincoln  won  one  of 
his  first  important  cases.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  he  bent  over  this  desk  as  he 
prepared  his  defense. 

A  walnut  desk  upon  which  Presi- 
dent-elect Lincoln  wrote  his  First 
Inaugural  address,  February,  1861, 
is  the  property  of  a  Springfield  family 
and  was  on  exhibition  in  the  Centen- 
nial Memorial  Building  in  the  Illinois 
Historical  Library, 

A  wild  cherry  desk  said  to  have  been 
made  by  the  Lincolns  is  now  in  the 
possession  of  a  desk  company  for  ad- 
vertising purposes. 

Inkstands 

This  inkstand  is  of  earthenware 
and  originally  had  a  series  of  decora- 
tions in  gilt  on  the  sides,  most  of 
which  have  disappeared.  It  is  2^ 
inches  in  height  and  4%  inches  in 
diameter. 

Until  1887  it  remained  in  the  pos- 
session of  Lincoln's  law  partner,  W. 
H.  Herdon.  It  is  well  authenticated 
and  was  formerly  in  the  Lambert  col- 
lection. 

The  inkstand  that  Lincoln  used  in 
his  law  office  in  Springfield,  Illinois 
was  in  the  Lincoln  Memorial  Collec- 
tion of  Chicago. 

A  Wichita,  Kansas  girl  claims  to 
have  the  inkstand  from  which  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  dipped  the  ink  with  which 
he  signed  the  Emancipation  Proclama- 
tion. She  is  the  great  granddaughter 
of  a  man,  who  vv^as  closely  associated 
with  the  Lincoln  family. 

An  inkwell  three  and  one-half  inches 
square  and  two  and  one-half  inches 
deep,  beautiful  plate  glass,  with  a  well 
one  and  one-half  inches  in  width  and 
depth,  has  etched  on  one  side  "This 
inkstand  was  used  by  Abraham  Lin- 
coln while  an  attorney  at  Springfield" 
and  on  the  opposite  side  "Used  by 
Abraham  Lincoln."  It  was  purchased 
at  a  private  auction  sale  by  a  Mechan- 
icsburg,  Illinois  woman  about  twenty- 
five  years  ago. 

A  Wichita  Falls,  Texas  family  have 
an  inkstand  that  tradition  says  be- 
longed to  Lincoln.  There  is  a  similar 
one  in  a  collection  in  Chicago.  They 
are  about  five  inches  in  diameter  and 
four  inches  tall  and  one  was  in  every 
law  office  back  in  the  fifties.  This 
memento  came  from  Jessie  K.  DuBois, 
a  per.sonal  friend  of  Lincoln,  and  its 
authenticity  is  established  by  affi- 
davits. 

Paperweight 
A  paper  weight  which  was  on  Lin- 
coln's desk  at  the  time  of  his  assassi- 
nation was  acquired  by  Arthur  F.  Hall 
and  presented  to  the  Lincoln  Histori- 
cal  Research   Foundation   at  Fort 


Wayne,  Indiana.  It  is  of  metal  con- 
sisting of  a  horse  mounted  on  a  pedes- 
tal. With  it  came  an  affidavit  by  Wil- 
liam H.  Tisdale,  orderly  to  President 
Lincoln,  concerning  the  authenticity 
of  the  relic.  It  was  presented  to  Dr. 
S.  Neumann,  Veterinary  Surgeon  Gen- 
eral of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  by 
Maj.  Stackpole,  steward  at  the  White 
House  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  the 
president  and  was  sold  by  Dr.  Neu- 
mann's widow. 

Pens 

On  February  27,  1929  at  the  Ander- 
son Galleries,  New  York,  a  pen  was 
sold  for  $2,300.  It  is  said  to  be  the 
pen  with  which  President  Lincoln 
signed  the  Emancipation  Proclama- 
tion. Affidavits  accompanying  the  gold 
pen,  which  has  a  detachable  wooden 
handle,  say  that  it  was  given  to  Louis 
Burgdorf,  White  House  messenger, 
who  held  the  Proclamation  when  Lin- 
coln signed  it.  It  was  sold  by  the  mes- 
senger's grandson. 

The  annoimcement  of  the  sale  of 
the  pen  with  which  Lincoln  signed  the 
Emancipation  Proclamation  brought 
protests  from  a  woman  of  Battle 
Creek,  Michigan,  who  is  sure  she  has 
the  original  pen  which  was  given  to 
her  grandfather  by  Mrs.  Abraham 
Lincoln  when  they  were  neighbors  on 
V/est  Washington  Boulevard  in  Chi- 
cago after  the  assassination  of  the 
President. 

A  third  pen  catalogued  as  that  used 
by  Lincoln  in  signing  the  Emancipa- 
tion Proclamation  was  auctioned  off  in 
Philadelphia  in  1924  for  $1,000. 

A  fourth,  also  called  genuine,  is  said 
to  exist  in  the  west. 

Sign 

The  old  tin  sign  of  the  firm  of  Lin- 
coln and  Herndon  hung  in  the  old 
stairway  for  several  years  after  Lin- 
coln's death  but  was  finally  taken  off 
by  an  unknown  relic  hunter. 

Table 

A  solid  walnut  table  which  occupies 
a  prominent  place  in  the  law  office  of 
an  attorney  was  once  used  in  the  of- 
fice of  Stuart  and  Edwards  in  Spring- 
field, Illinois.  Here  Lincoln  sat  on  the 
edge  of  this  table  or  sometimes  sat  on 
a  chair  and  perched  his  feet  on  the 
table  and  discussed  political  affairs  of 
the  day  with  Stuart.  The  present  own- 
er's father  studied  law  in  this  office 
and  while  there  he  met  Mr.  Lincoln, 
then  a  distinguished  attorney  and 
member  of  Congress. 

The  table  is  of  walnut,  two  and  one- 
half  feet  in  height  and  three  and  one- 
half  feet  in  length  and  contains  one 
large  drawer  which  is  almost  three 
feet  in  length. 

Whether  or  not  this  table  later  oc- 
cupied a  place  in  the  office  of  Stuart 
and  Lincoln  has  not  been  definitely  es- 
tablished but  it  is  quite  likely. 

An  old  board  table  and  other  articles 
of  furniture  in  the  office  of  Lincoln 
and  Herndon  were  literally  whittled 
to  pieces  and  carried  away  in  bits  by 
admirers  of  Lincoln  who  came  in  pil- 
grimages to  the  room  where  he  had 
worked  for  so  many  years. 


SUNDAY  TIMES,  CHICAGO,  FEBRUARY  11, 


LINCOLN'S  DESK  ON  DISPLAY 
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Gets  Desk  Believed  Used  by  Lincoln  as  Lawyer- 
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Dr.  Loiu-S  Farren, 
Lincoln  National  Foundation, 
Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Co., 
Fort  "S^ayne,  Indiana. 

Dear  Dr.  Warren: 


After  some  correspondence  iRlth  Mr.  Geraid 
McMurtrj'',  I  should  now  like  to  bring  the  same  matter  to 
your  attention  concerning  two  items  of  Lincoln  memorabilia. 

Recently  the  Society  came  into  possession  of 
a  smaJl  leather  covered  writing  desk,  which  appears  in  the 
Anderson  Gallery  Catalogue  dated  Mprch  6-7,  1916,  Part  6,  No. 
1206,  Page  65.      This  desk  is  inscribed  on  the  pasteboard 
on  the  front  cover,  "A.Lincoln,  Springfield  1855"  and  some 
other  Jottings  and  memoranda  by  the  same  hand  which  names 
Cooke  and  Hemdon.      Mr.  McMurtry  tells  me  that  the  auction 
price  of  this  desk  was  tl.2S,  wh.ich  we  can  believe  from  former 
sales  of  Lincoln  items,  and  we  do  know  that  it  was  in  the 
possession  of  John  E.  Burton. 

The  second  item  which  we  have  is  an  inkstsnd, 
with  brass  horse  and  bridle  and  one  irJcv/ell,  bought  at  the 
same  auction  by  Thomas  Mellon  II,  who  presented  it  to  us. 
This  inkstand  has  a  notation  as  follows: 

"This  Inkstand  with  horse  at  the  bars  with  bridle  and 
two  inkwells,  was  the  property  of  Abraham  Lincoln  in 
Springfield  Ills  and  I  bought  it  from  George  G.  Hart- 
man  v/ho  purchased  it  from  Edward  Myer  of  Chicago  who 
was  a  friend  of  Caroline  Cromwell.      The  Inkstand  was 
secured  by  Lincoln  and  his  name  as  usual  was  scratched 
on  bottom  of  metal  base  1845  (only  one  inkwell) • 

John  E»  ^urton." 

We  are  very  much  interested  in  verifying  the  au- 
thenticity of  both  pieces  and  feel  that  you,  as  a  Lincoln  au- 
thority, might  be  in  position  to  help  us.      If  you  are  interest- 
ed in  these  two  items,  we  can  either  send  pictures  or,  better 
still,  the  actual  articles  themselves. 


Veiy  trul 


Query:  - 

Could  you  use  picture  and  story  on  desk  of 

Abe  Lincoln,  more  than  100  years  old,  still 

in  good  repair  and  in  daily  use  in  an  Illinois 

Lumber  Yard  Office,  what  would  be  your  payment, 

Paul  J.  Pirmann 
19  Armin  Place 
Webster  Groves,  Mo» 


Ckicago  Sandajr  Tribune:  Joly  13, 
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Desk  Used  by  Lincoln 

Is  at  Lumber  Yard 

Centralia.  111.,  July  12  [JP)  —  A 
desk  Abraham  Lincoln  used  in 
studying  law  in  Illinois*  capital 
more  than  100  years  ago  may  be 
seen  in  a  lumber  yard  office  at 
Golconda  on  the  Ohio  river.  The 
useful  desk  still  is  in  good  repair. 

Its  first  owner,  Wesley  Sloan, 

made  his   Springfield,   111.,  law 

office  and  books  available  to  young 

Lincoln  who  studied  at  the  desk.  I 

Sloan  retired  with  his  office  f urni- 

"i^bm^  to  Golconda.  The  desk  was 

^rchased  by  the  late  Jim  Walker, 

lumberyard  owner,  who  put  the 

desk  to  use  in  his  office. 

_  ■ 


The  very  desk  that  Lincoln  used  in 
studying  law  in  the  Illinois  capital  100 
years  ago.  is  now  to  be  seen  in  a  lumber 
yard  office  at  Golconda  on  the  Ohio 
River.  The  desk  is  still  in  excellent  con- 
dition. The  original  owner  of  the  desk. 
Wesley  Sloan,  made  his  Springfield  law 
office  and  his  law  books  available  to  the 
_young  and  ambitious  Lincoln. 


H.  H.  B^SKiisr 

OTOM  OF! 

Referred  to. 


P     O.   BOX  690 

Clearwat£R,  Tlorida 


REC'O  FEB    6  1953 
February  4,  19%wered 


Mr.  A.  J.  MoAndless,  President, 
The  Lincoln  National  Life  Ins.  Co. 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  McAndless: 

Your  very  efficient  local  agent,  Florian  H.  McCall, 
said  your  Company  was  interested  in  Lincolniana,  and 
advised  us  to  write  you. 

A  client  of  ours,  Minnie  Smith  Johnson  has  some  very 
valuable  relics  of  Lincolns  and  is  in  need  of  selling  them 
as  she  is  in  desperate  financial  c ire  instances.  Mrs. 
Johnson  is  the  daughter  of  Clark  Moulton  Smith  and  Ann  Todd 
Smith,  the  latter  being  the  sister  of  Virs,  Abraham  Lincoln. 
Ijirs.  Johnson*  s  home  has  a  mortgage  foreclosure  suit  pending 
and  her  bank  account  is  depleted  and  our  interest  in  the 
matter  is  solely  a  Samaritan  act  and  she  has  asked  us  to 
sell  her  items  so  she  can  receive  some  financial  assistance 
from  same. 

She  also  is  the  owner  of  a  desk  at  Springfield  Historical 
Library  which  she  wants  to  sell  and  which  is  on  display  at 
that  place  now,  which  is  said  to  have  been  used  by  Lincoln 
in  writing  his  first  inaugural  address. 

She  has  in  her  home  a  wall  clock  (grandfather  type) 
bearing  the  name  of  E.  Howard  &  Co.  Boston  which  Llrs.  Johnson 
says  was  given  to  her  father  by  Lincoln  before  he  left  for 
V/ashington. 

If  you  are  interested,  we  have  some  photostats  of 
a  silhouette  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  a  silhouette  of  Mrs.  Lincoln 
and  an  ivory  miniature  of  Iv5rs.  Lincoln.     The  miniature  is 
in  color,  very  beautiful  and  approx.  3-1/2"  x  3-3/4". 

IJe  are  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  from 
Mr.  Pratt,  State  Historian  at  Springfield  and ,.^ask_th 
you  return  it  to  us  for  our  files. 

Time  is  of  utmost  importance  to  Mrs.  Johnson  and  v/e 
would  like  to  have  an  early  reply  if  you  are  interested. 

Thanking  you,  I  remain, 

Respectfully, 
H.  H.  BASKIN,  SR. 

HHBsr/mj 


ft 
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SfAIX  OF  ILLINOIS 
AAlai  I.  SteTtnion,  Gotornor 

ILLINOIS  STIIE  HISTORICAL  LIHRABT 
SprlngfielA 

* 

Harry  5.  Pratt, 
State  Historian 

December  22,  1952 


Kr,  H.H.Baakin,  Sr. 
P.O.  Box  690 
Ckear^ter,  Fieri  4a 


Dear  Mr.  Badcln: 

Your  letter  of  December  12,  addressed  to  the  Museum  has 
been  Ibrwarded  to  ua.    We  have  on  display  here  in  the  Library 
the  desk  ^ich  belongs  to  Minnie  Smitii  John»n  lAiich  Lincoln 
is  said  to  have  used  In  writing  his  first  inaugural  address. 
We  do  not  have  a  chair  or  orsyon  pictures  of  her  father,  Clark 
M.  Smith,  or  a  crayon  picture  of  Unco  In.    These  Mrs.  Johnson 
may  have  placed  in  the  Lincoln  Home. 

I  aiggest  that  you  write  to  Miss  Tirginia  Brofli  Who  has 
bCMi  custodian  of  the  Lincoln  Home  Ibr  the  last  twenty-ei^t  years. 

Mr.  John  BrinlcerbDff ,  First  national  Bank  Bldg.,  Spring- 
field. Illinois,  took  care  of  Mrs.  Johnson's  business  here  fbr 
several  jiears.    I  am  aarry  that  we  do  not  have  aay^l^aowledge  of 
the  gift  of  the  clock  by  Mr.  Lincoln  to  Clark  and  Inn  Todd  Smith. 
It  ia  very  possible  that  Lincoln  did  give  aioh  a  cloiak  to  the 
Smiths.    Smith  was  one  of  the  leading  merchants  here  in  1861  and 
Lincoln  had  traded  at  the  store  for  several  years  prior  to  aet«-i°« 
his  account  in  1859.    Purchases  after  that  must  have  been  on  a  cash 
basis.    We  know  tiiat  the  two  men  wore  friendly  as  late  as 
spring  of  1664.    Smith  wrote  ftom  New  York  City  to  Unco  In  saying 
that  he  had  done  $400 .000  worth  of  ^^^^^^  ^  B^st 
«&a  now  wjrth  $150,000  and  that  he  Intended  to  purchase  1125,000 
^?t?^of  Jods  iTliew  Yoric.    The  only  thing  that  he  wanted  was  to 
have  Uncoln  write  him  in  confidence  *m  the  war  was  going  to 
end. 

Sincerely, 

/s/  HiERY  E.  HI  ATT 
Harry  E.  Pratt 

HEPjnj 


I  HEREBY  CERTIFY  THE  FOREGOINO  IS  A  TRUE  COPY, 
in  witness  whereof,  X  hereunto  set  my  hand  and 
seal  this  17th  day  of  January,  1953. 

~  ^otary/PublJLc 


Notary  Kibllc,  Stote  of  Florldo  ot  lorg* 
My  commission  expires  Morch  22,  1  954. 
■•nde<j  by  American  Surety  Co.  of  N.  Y. 


SMITHSONIAN  INSTITUTION 
THE  NATIONAL  MUSEUM  OF  HISTORY  AND  TECHNOLOGY 
WASHINGTON.  D.C.  20560 


June  h,  1973 


Mr.  Mark  E.  Neely,  Jr. 
Editor,  Lincoln  Lore 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company 
Fort  V^ayne,  Indiana  I468OI 

De£',r  Mr.  Neely : 

Enclosed  you  will  find  articles  concerning  our  most  recent 
accessions  of  objects  associated  with  Abraham  Lincoln  complete 
with  photographs  which  you  may  find  appropriate  for  inclusion  in 
Lincoln  Lore.    We  are  most  fortiinate  in  having  such  an  outstanding 
Lincoln  collection  here  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution  and  I  think 
the  public  should  be  made  aware  of  it.      As  time  permits,  I  shall 
try  to  write  up  some  of  the  other  Lincolniana  in  the  national 
collections. 

With  best  wishes. 


Sincerely  yours 


Herbert  R.  Collins 

Associate  Curator 

Division  of  Political  History 


Lincoln  desk  (Accession  290k^Q,  donor:  Mrs.  Everett  Dirksen) 

Lincoln  admired  Patrick  Henry,  Andrew  Jackson  and  Henry- 
Senator 

Clay../  Everett  Dirksen  admired  Abraham  Lincoln.    And  so  it  has 
been  from  time  immemorial  that  one  great  man  has  found  heroes 
from  earlier  generations  to  identify  with  and  to  adopt  as  their 
heroes* 

To  illustrate  this  great  admiration  of  Senator  Dirksen  for 
Abraham  Lincoln,  the  Smithsonian  Institution  has  recently  acquired 
a  desk  which  Abraham  Lincoln  used  at  Pekin  Court  House  in 
Illinois,  when  Lincoln  was  riding  the  circuit  as  a  lawyer. 
Some  /ears  ago  when  the  court  house  was  rennovated,  the  desk 
was  given  to  Senator  Dirksen,  Pekinis  native  son.    The  desk 
was  placed  in  the  home  of  the  Senator's  Mother-in-law,  the 
residence  at  which  he  stayed  whenever  he  returned  to  Pekin. 
Except  for  the  drawer  pulls  which  are  missing,  the  desk  is  in 
perfect  cnndition„ 


I 


Bonneville  County  Bistorlcal  Society,  Inc. 


Comer  of  Elm  &  Eastern  Avenue 


P.O.  Box  1784,  Idaho  Falls.  ID  83403 


December  22,  1992 


Ms.  Ruth  Cook 
The  Lincoln  Museum 
P.  O.  Box  1110 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 
45801 


Dear  Ms.  Cook: 

I  enjoyed  our  conversation.  I  am  looking  forward  to  receiving 
any  materials  you  are  able  to  send  for  our  museum  display  that  is 
planned  in  February  and  March,  featuring  a  desk  and  chair  that 
belonged  to  Abraham  Lincoln.  In  1988,  when  I  heard  that  TWE  LINCOLN 
DESK  was  owned  by  a  friend  of  mine,  I  was  skeptical.  I  wrote  to 
Gentry  Davis,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  Springfield  Lincoln  Home 
complex,  providing  him  with  the  history  of  the  desk  and  requesting 
information  to  authenticate  it.  I  got  a  quick  response,  stating 
that  it  was  the  real  thing.  Apparently  its  ownership  was  known, 
and  the  right  names  had  been  mentioned  in  my  letter. 

The  owners  made  the  desk  available  for  the  month  of  February 
in  1990,  Idaho's  statehood  centennial.  The  Bonneville  County 
Museum  was  allowed  to  keep  it  for  three  extra  weeks,  because  it  was 
so  popular.  We  will  have  another  exhibit  in  February  of  1993,  and 
then  the  owner  and  desk  will  move  to  a  warmer  climate. 

I  was  able  to  locate  a  copy  of  the  1990  pamphlet  that  sold  for 
a  dollar,  to  defray  the  costs  of  the  additional  insurance  necessary 
while  we  had  the  desk  on  display.  It  is  enclosed.  Also  enclosed 
are  a  copy  of  the  newspaper  announcement  (front  page  stuff),  the 
two  letters  to  Major  Eckert,  and  a  couple  of  other  items. 

The  local  museum  has  no  paid  staff.  We  manage  to  keep  it  open 
six  days  a  week,  year  round,  with  volunteers. 

Your  assistance  is  greatly  appreciated.  No  doubt  you  will 
select  a  stunning  assortment  of  photographs  and  other  items  related 
to  President  Lincoln,  for  our  museum  display.     Thank  you. 


Re:  Lincoln  Desk  Display 


k  i  nde  &t  ^^ari 
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Ii  101 
December  22,  1992 


Dear  Ruth, 

Your  phone  call  was  delightful  as  well  as  informative.  I 
remember  you  at  the  Lincoln  Museum.  I  talked  more  with  Marilyn  and 
from  her  bought  Mark  Neeley's  books,  I  recall  that  both  of  you 
were  suprised  when  my  friend  and  I  came  back  the  next  day. 

In  the  real  world  I  am  a  judge.  I  put  people  in  jail,  etc. 
The  Lincoln  desk,  chair,  etc.,  belonged  to  the  actor,  Pat  O'Brien. 
His  son  was  my  bailiff.  When  Mrs.  O'Brien  passed  away  in  1988,  the 
desk  came  to  Idaho  to  live.  When  I  first  saw  it,  I  was  surprised 
because  it  was  small  and  not  very  impressive.  I  had  expected  some 
great  ostentatious  thing.  But  plain,  functional  furnishings  seem 
consistent  with  my  perception  of  President  Lincoln.  And  so,  the 
desk  fits, . . 

I  wonder  if  it  was  his  desk  in  the  Illinois  legislature. 
Sometimes  a  notable  person  was  given  some  momento  from  a  prior 
position.  (Now,  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  Justices  keep  their  courtroom 
chair  when  they  retire.)  The  family  lore  has  no  information  as  to 
when  Lincoln  got  the  desk.  Supposedly  he  gave  it  to  a  friend  when 
he  was  leaving  for  Washington  D.  C,  and  helped  the  friend  haul  it 
home  in  a  wheel  barrow.  It  stayed  in  that  man's  family  until  1940, 
when  Pat  O'Brien  acquired  it.  There  is  no  information  that  it  was 
ever  on  public  display  prior  to  February  of  1990. 

I  am  looking  forward  to  receiving  the  photographs,  etc.  from 
you.  Send  as  much  as  you  want!  The  museum  is  a  zero  budget 
operation.  We  have  creative  people  who  put  together  fun  displays. 
They  will  make  good  use  of  everything  you  send.  If  there  are  some 
items  with  a  mandatory  charge,  I  will  send  you  a  check. 

Please  mail  the  items  to  my  address  above... it  will  get  to  the 
creative  folks  who  will  work  out  the  displays,  faster. 

This  morning  I  told  Mrs.  O'Brien  that  you  were  graciously 
sending  two  folders  for  the  Lincoln  letters.  She  is  most 
appreciative.  It  has  been  their  concern  that  the  items  be  well 
preserved,  and  they  know  that  they  do  not  have  proper  materials  to 
do  it. 

Maybe  in  the  Spring  I  will  go  back  to  Fort  Wayne.  My  visit 
there  a  few  years  ago  was  most  delightful,  and  the  people  there 
(you  and  Marilyn)  were  charming. 


Thanks  again  for  your  help.        HAPPY  NEW  YEAR! 

Warmest  regards, 


Bonneville  County-  Historical  Society,  Inc. 


Comer  of  Elm  &  Eastern  Avenue 


P.O.  Box  1784,  Idaho  Falls.  ID  83403 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


The  Bonneville  County  Historical  Society  is  pleased  to 
announce  that  an  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  EXHIBIT  will  be  featured  at  the 
Bonneville  Museum  during  the  month  of  February  1990. 

The  showing  of  this  exhibit  has  been  scheduled  to  coincide 
with  Abraham  Lincoln's  birthday  and  in  observance  of  Idaho's 
centennial  year.    The  Bonneville  Museum  is  pleased  to  provide  the 
opportunity  to  the  people  of  our  area  to  view  this  rare  and 
unique  exhibit. 

This  exhibit  is  part  of  a  private  collection  that  has  not  :i 
been  publicly  displayed  for  approximately  50  years."  It  consists 
of  a  small  writing  desk  and  chair  used  by  Lincoln  in  his  law 
office  prior  to  his  presidency,  along  with  several  small 
artifacts  and  numerous  authentic  papers,  photographs  and  -  .™ 
documents  of  the  period. 

The  Bonneville  Museum  is  located  at  200  North  Eastern  and  is 
open  from  10:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Monday  through  Friday,  and  on 
Saturday  and  Sunday  from  1:00  p.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  during  the  month 
of  February. 

Scheduled  viewing  of  the  exhibit  by  school  groups  should  be 
arranged  by  calling  the  Bonneville  Museum,  522-1400,  during 
regular  hours.     Scheduling  is  required  for  large  groups  in  order 
to  minimize  the  nximber  of  people  in  the  museum  at  any  one  time 
and  thus  maximize  the  enjoyment  of  everyone  in  viewing  the 
exhibit. 


Exhibit  features  Lincoln's  furniture 


Display  set  to 
open  Saturday 

Jon  Jensen 

Post  Register 

A  desk  and  chair  used  in  Abraham 
Lincoln's  law  office  and  home  in 
Springfield,  111.,  will  go  on  display 
this  weekend  in  the  Bonneville 
County  Museum,  along  with  other 
Lincoln  memorabilia. 

The  owners,  Bonneville  County 
residents,  wish  to  remain  anonymous 
for  personal  and  security  reasons. 
"We're  just  ordinary  people  ...  and 
we  want  to  keep  it  that  way,"  one  of 
them  said. 

Bernice  McCowin,  head  of  the 
museum  society,  said  the  presidential 
display  will  open  Saturday  and  will 
be  there  through  the  end  of  Febru- 
ary. 

The  museum  is  open  from  \0  a.m. 
to  5  p.m., weekdays  and  1-5  p.m.  Sat- 
urdays. Because  of  the  special  exhi- 
bit, the  museum  also  will  be  open  1-5 
p.m.  Sundays  in  February.  It  is  in  the 
former  Idaho  Falls  Library  building, 
at  Elm  Street  and  North  Eastern 
Avenue. 

McCowin  said  schools  and  other 
large  groups  wishing  to  see  the  exhi- 
bit should  call  the  museum  during 
regular  hours  to  schedule  an  appoint- 
ment. That  is  necessary  to  limit  the 
number  of  people  in  the  building  so 
that  all  can  enjoy  the  exhibit,  she 
said. 

The  sloped  writing  desk  has  one 
drawer,  with  a  key  lock  that  still 
works.  The  size  of  the  desk  might  be 
the  most  surprising  aspect,  given  Lin 
coin's  6-foot-4  height.  It's  only  ISVi 
inches  wide  and  23  inches  deep,  and ' 
the  sloped  writing  surface  is  33 
inches  high  at  the  back. 

In  addition  to  the  desk  and  rush- 
bottom  chair  —  which  were  not  nec- 
essarily used  together  —  the  display 
has  a  number  of  Lincoln  memora- 
bilia from  the  same  owners. 

Included  is  a  piece  of  White 
House  china  bearing  the  American 
seal,  part  of  a  IQD-piece  set  Mary 
Todd  Lincoln  purchased  from  its 
New  York  manufacturer,  E.V. 
Haugliwout,  for$3,195. 

Also  shown  are  an  original  playbill 
from  "Our  American  Cousin,"  which 
was  playing  at  Ford's  Theatre  when 
Lincoln  was  shot  there,  and  an  origi- 
nal Republican  Party  handbill  from 
Massachusetts  advertising  Lincoln 

See  DESK,  Page  B-2 


Robert  Bower/Post  Register 

Ray  Nickum  arranges  a  display  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  furniture  at  the  Bonne- 
ville County  Museum.  The  exhibit  will  open  Saturday  and  continue  through 
February.  The  desk,  chair  and  documents  in  the  display  have  been  authen- 
ticated. 


Display  items 
authenticated  , 

Jon  Jensen 

Post  Register 

All  of  the  items  in  the  Bonneville 
County  Museum's  Lincoln  display 
have  been  autiienticaled.  The  owners 
allowed  the  Post  Register  to  review 
the  documentation.  Here  is  a  sum- 
mary of  thai  information,  with 
names  omitted  to  preserve  the 
owners'  privacy. 

The  owners  have  a  newspaper 
clipping  of  a  photo  taken  a  few  days 
after  Lincoln's  death  showing  Lin- 
coln's Springfield,  111.,  house  draped 
in  black  bunting.  On  the  street  in 
front  a  half-dozen  people  stand 
around.  An  arrow  drawn  to  one  older 
•  man  in  the  photo  identifies  him  as 
"my  grandfather"  and  a  child  as  "his 
son,  my  uncle."  The  desk  was  in  that 
Springfield  family  for  some  time 
before  coming  into  the  family  of  the 
present  owners. 

A  1 943  letter  to  a  previous  owner 
says  the  writer's  grandfather  was 
given  the  desk  by  Lincoln  shortly 
before  Lincoln  left  Springfield  to  be 
sworn  in  as  president.  The  letter  also 
notes,  "They  were  staunch  friends. 
My  granddad  campaigned  for  Lin- 
coln and  was  also  an  honorary  pall- 
bearer at  his  funeral." 

The  letter  says,  "The  desk,  we 
were  told,  was  at  one  time  in  the  old 
state  Capitol.  It  sat  in  a  comer  of  the 
Lincoln  and  Herndon  law  office, 
then  (went)  to  Lincoln's  home."  • 

It  says  the  desk,  chair  and  other 
items  Lincoln  owned  were  exhibited 
in  Springfield  for  years  on  Lincoln's 
birthday,  and  came  down  in  the 
writer's  family  to  his  parents,  his  sis- 
ter, and  then  to  him. 

The  items  have  been  in  the  pres- 
ent owner's  family  since  1943  and 
came  to  Idaho  from  the  West  Coast. 

Lincoln  owned  the  Springfield 
house  when  he  died,  and  it  and 
much  of  its  furnishing!  subsequently 
were  sold.  An  individual  who  bought 
most  of  thai  fumilui  ;  sent  ii  lo  a 
warehouse  in  Chicago,  where  it  later 
was  destroyed  in  a  lire,  the  desk 
owners  said. 

"A  lot  of  American  history  is  in 
private  collections,"  they  said.  "It's 
kind  of  sad,  isn't  it,  because  a  presi- 
dent belongs  to  all  of  us." 

The  National  Park  Service  is  satis- 
fied the  desk  and  chair  are  authentic. 

See  DOCUMENTS,  P6ge 
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From  Page  B-1 

and  his  running  mate,  Hannibal 
Hamlin  of  Maine. 

The  display  includes  photocopies 
of  three  documents  owned  by  the 
Idahoans,  whose  originals  are  consid- 
ered too  delicate  to  display.  One  is 
an  original  New  York  Herald  of 
April  15,  1865,  headlined  "Death  of 
the  President."  The  others  are  letters 
written  and  signed  by  Lincoln.  They 
are  dated  Jan.  30,  1865,  and  Feb.  7, 
1865,  the  latter  just  nine  weeks 
before  his  death. 

The  owners  offered  the  items  for 


DOCUMENTS 

From  Page  B-1 

Gentry  Davis,  superintendent  of  the 
Lincoln  Home  National  Historic  Site 
in  Springfield,  said  in  a  telephone 
interview  that  he  has  reviewed  the 
documentation  on  the  items  in  Idaho 
and  is  satisfied  they  were  Lincoln's. 

After  being  contacted  by  the  Ida- 
hoans in  1988,  Davis  said,  he- corre- 
sponded with  them  about  putting  the 
desk  and  chair  on  display  in  Spring- 
field. That  has  not  yet  occurred, 
partly  because  the  Park  Service  pre- 
fers to  have  an  item  for  at  least  one 
year,  he  said. 

He  shares  the  owners'  desire  to 
share  the  items  with  children.  "It's  so 
hard  to  motive  young  people  today," 
he  said.  "If  you  can  show  them 
something  from  the  16th  president, 
that  gets  them  interested." 


display  now  because  presidents  tradi- 
tionally are  honored  during  February 
and  this  is  Idaho's  centennial  year. 
They  want  people,  particulariy  chil- 
dren, to  see  actual  items  used  by  Lin- 
coln because,  as  one  of  them  said,  "It 
makes  history  more  real  if  you  can 
see  a  piece  of  it." 

At  the  suggestion  of  their  insurer, 
the  owners  asked  the  museum  to 
provide  additional  insurance,  which 
was  done  before  the  items  were 
moved  to  the  museum.  Although  the 
items  are  insured,  the  owners  say 
they're  priceless  in  the  sense  that 
they  can't  be  replaced. 

They  believe  this  is  the  first  time 
in  over  50  years  the  items  have  been 
on  public  display. 
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THE  LINCOLN  CHAIR  AND  DESK 

AS   THE  LINCOLNS  V^JERE   PREPARING  TO  MOVE   TO  WASHINGTON  D.C. 
IN  FEBRUARY   1861,    THEY  GAVE  AWAY  OR  SOLD  NEARLY  ALL  THEIR 
HOUSEHOLD  BELONGINGS.      THIS   DESK  AND  CHAIR  WERE   GIVEN   TO  JOHN 
KUECHER,    A  FRIEND,   AND  LINCOLN  HELPED  HIM  HAUL  THEM  HOME   IN  A 
WHEELBARROW.      THEY  STAYED  IN   THE  KUECHER  FAMILY  I4ANV  YEARS. 

SINCE   1943,    THEY  HAVE  BEEN   IN  A  PRIVATE  COLLECTION  AND 
HAVE  NOT  BEEN  AVAILABLE   TO  THE   PUBLIC.      THE     OWNERS  HAVE 
ALLOWED  THE  BONNEVILLE  COUNTY  MUSEUM  TO  DISPLAY   THEM  THIS 
MONTH,    ALONG  WITH   TWO  LETTERS  WRITTEN  BY  PRES.    LINCOLN,  AND 
OTHER  MEMORABELIA.      NO  OTHER  PUBLIC  EXHIBITS  ARE  CONTEMPLATEEl 
THE   ITEMS  WILL  BE  RETURNED  TO  THEIR  OWNERS'    PRIVATE  COLLEC- 
TION AT  THE  END  OF   THIS  EXHIBIT. 


HE  LINCOLN  EXHIBIT 


THE  FLAG 

TME   FLAG  ON  THE  LINCOLN   DESK  HAS  33 
S.A.S,   ANO  XS   SXMLLAK  .0  THE  ELAC  AT  EOK. 

miiTT  riVTL  WAR  BEGAN.      AS  Hit' 
SUMTER  WHEN   THE  CIVil. 

OUTMEKN  STATES  WE,.  W.THOKAWXNC  E.O  ™. 
O.ION,   MANV   PEOPLE  WANTED  THAT  STATE  S  STAR 
KEMOV  D  FROM  THE  U.S.   FLAG.  PHESIDENT 
."cOLN  REFUSED,    BELIEVING  THAT  THE  UNION 
COULD  NEVER  BE  DISSOLVED. 

AT  THE  TIME  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  BECAME 
PRESIDENT,    THERE  WERE   33   ™-  " 
HIS   PRESIDENCY,    THREE  MORE  STATES  WERE 
.DDEO,   KANSAS.   WEST  VIRGINIA  AND  NEVADA^ 
lOAHO  WAS  ONE  OF  THE  TERRITORIES  ORGANIZED 
WHILE  LINCOLN  WAS   IN  OFFICE. 


Desk  upon  which  L.  wrote  1st  Inaug.  Address 


Lincoln  and  His  De^k 


Furniture  very  often  has 
in  it  the  same  characteris- 
tiet  a»  those  seen  in  the 
person  who  uses  it.  This 
is  particularly  true  of  a 
very  personal  piece  of  fur- 
niture, such  as  a  desk.  It 
often  speaks  for  its  vwner 
as  well  as  for  itself. 


The  desk  which  Lincoln 
used,  to  many  observers, 
resembles  the  great  man. 
It  is  plain,  substantial,  de- 
void of  ornamentation, 
wholly  without  beauty.  It 
is  simple  and  stern,  as  he 
was  and,  like  him,  it  is 
tall,  rugged  and  gaunt. 


Li 
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